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Abstract

Arab Youth Perspective towards the New Media Influence on
supporting the Intellectual Security

Field Study

Recent studies have confirmed the role of the new media in
influencing the concept of intellectual security, especially in the
era of electronic communication and media. Individuals are
exposed to communication and media contents that negatively
affect their intellectual system, and generate extreme ideas in its
cultural and religious reality.

Based on media richness and technological determinism theories,
the research problem is identified by monitoring the Arab youth
views towards the new media influence in supporting the
intellectual security. A random multi-stage sample was applied on
600 new media users in some Gulf countries, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Oman and Bahrain, as a model for the
Arab youth. A media survey methodology and a design of an
electronic questionnaire were conducted to assess the impact of the
new media and determine its future role in promoting the concept
of intellectual security.
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The most important result of the study is the high rate of Arab
youth's use of internet. It revealed that 94% of the participants in
the study use the Internet on daily basis. They use the new media
as a source of information, where electronic newspapers ranked
first with 93.66% followed by social networking sites by 91.84%.

Moreover, the measure of the intellectual security awareness level
confirmed that the Arab youth are sufficiently aware of it. 75.84%
of the Arab youth support the idea of confronting the serious
impact of the new media on the intellectual security.

On the other hand, the study recommended paying attention to the
influence of the new media, carrying out further researches and
activating the role of the new media in promoting the intellectual
security. Also the study called for establishing an interactive media
system to support the concepts of intellectual security, keeping in
mind the importance of the media professionals' awareness for not
using the new media in terms of slogans that promote violence and
intolerance, as well as the need to adhere to objectivity and
professionalism.
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