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Saudi audience use of "Infographic" in electronic
newspapers and the achieved gratifications:

A field study
Abstract

The study aims to investigate the Saudi audience motivations to use
the infographic journalism and the achieved gratifications that audience
members actually experience through the use of the infographic. It
examines the online journalism forms preferred by the audience, the
ways of interaction and the effect of the sample demographic
characteristics. The study uses the theory of uses and gratification. It uses
the survey methodology and the Questionnaire tool applying to a sample
of 200 individuals.

The results of the study reveal that:

— There are various reasons of using the electronic media. "I believe
that the infographic is modern and able to achieve an immediate
element" comes first (91.3%), then "It helps to increase awareness
of the events" (90.%), followed by "It helps me to follow events at
any time without any cost" in the third place (90%). And finally "it
has the ability to verify the news credibility because of the
diversity of sources" (82.3%).

— There are many types of electronic press preferred by the sample.
"The news and analysis" come first (42%), then "The images and
graphs" (36%), followed by "The information designs" (32%), and
"The interviews" come in the last place (21%).

— There is a statistically significant correlation between the use
intensity of infographic in the Saudi electronic newspapers and
each of the achieved gratification and the audience general
satisfaction. In addition to a statistically significant correlation
between the gratification achieved by the follow-up of infographic
and the degree of audience satisfaction towards its form and
content.

Key words: Infographic — Electronic media- uses and gratification
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