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Legislative and Ethical Regulations in

Communication and Media Studies: Challenges, Future

Trends, and Analysis Using the PESTEL Model

Prof. Dr. Wael Badawy
Abstract:
Arab communication and media studies are encountering increasingly
complex and interrelated challenges that hinder their ability to adapt to the
rapidly evolving digital landscape. Despite the widespread digitalization of
media production and consumption, academic programs in the Arab world
continue to rely heavily on traditional pedagogies and outdated theoretical
frameworks. This growing gap between educational practice and media
realities has weakened the societal and intellectual impact of media
scholarship. This study utilizes the PESTEL model—an analytical
framework encompassing political, economic, social, technological,
environmental, and legal dimensions—to systematically examine the macro-
environmental factors influencing media education governance in selected
Arab countries. By applying this model, the study reveals how structural
constraints and regulatory inertia affect the capacity of institutions to reform
curricula, integrate digital tools, and uphold ethical and legal standards in
contemporary media contexts. The research is based on a conceptual survey,
documentary analysis, and interpretive modeling using readiness indices
such as the Technological Readiness Score - TRS- and the Legal Readiness
Index - LRI- . The findings indicate a consistently low performance across
the six dimensions, with a cumulative challenge index - CTI- score of
17.99, highlighting the inadequacy of current academic ecosystems to
respond to digital transformation demands. The study concludes that a
substantial mismatch exists between normative frameworks - laws and
ethics- and actual educational practices. It offers a strategic set of
recommendations focused on legislative modernization, ethical governance
enhancement, and the pedagogical integration of emerging technologies to
revitalize Arab media studies and ensure their relevance and sustainability in
the digital age.
Keywords: Structural Challenges in Arab Media Studies -Digital
Transformation in Media Curricula - PESTEL Model in Policy Analysis -
Ethical and Legislative Governance - Digital Media Education Gap.

* Professor and Program Head (Data Science and Cybersecurity), School of Artificial
Intelligence, Egyptian Russian University, Egypt. Professor, Department of
Journalism and Mass Communication, The American University in Cairo, Egypt
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