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Legislative and Ethical Regulations of Digital

Media in Three Arab Countries: A Comparative
Meta-Analysis Study Using the PESTEL Framework

Prof. Dr. Wael Badawy ~
Abstract:

Communication and media studies in the Arab world face growing
challenges due to outdated legislative frameworks and insufficiently
enforced ethical standards. This study presents a comparative meta-
analysis of digital media regulation in Egypt, Jordan, and Tunisia,
exploring macro-environmental influences using the PESTEL
model (Political, Economic, Social, Technological, Environmental,
Legal). By reviewing over 50 legal and ethical studies and cross-
referencing them with local regulatory texts and media practices, the
study reveals systematic gaps between policy and application. For
instance, legal implementation gaps range from 30% to 55%b, with
editorial ethics and environmental considerations severely
underrepresented. The study provides a reform-oriented roadmap,
advocating for legislative modernization, digital ethics integration,
and independent oversight mechanisms to enhance governance and
sustainability in Arab digital media ecosystems.

Keywords:

Media legislation, journalistic ethics, Arab media, PESTEL model,
media governance
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