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Analysing Explanatory Reports in Global Journalism:
Towards a Model for Enhancing Deep Understanding of Issues in Arab

Media

Dr. Esraa Mohamed Elzeni *
Abstract
This study aimed to analyse the narrative content of explanatory reports in global journalism
through an analytical examination of a sample of 90 Pulitzer Prize-winning reports in the
Explanatory Reporting category. The study employed narrative analysis as a methodological
framework to examine the structure and techniques of storytelling used in these reports.
The findings revealed that Pulitzer-winning explanatory reports tend to focus clearly on
scientific issues, with particular emphasis on medical and health-related topics, recent
discoveries, and new treatments. They also addressed subjects such as terrorism, environmental
issues, and astronomy. This trend reflects the nature of explanatory journalism, which seeks to
simplify complex topics for the general reader.
The results also indicated diversity in headline structures, with interrogative and descriptive
titles being the most common, given their role in sparking curiosity and encouraging readers to
continue reading. This aligns with the interactive nature of explanatory journalism. Furthermore,
the reports often began with a narrative-driven introduction that lends a human dimension to the
issue and brings it closer to the audience.
The narrative structure of the reports relied on a range of explanatory tools, such as sequencing
events, providing historical context, citing statistics, sharing personal stories, and incorporating
expert opinions.
Regarding storytelling techniques, the reports showed a marked use of fragmented narration
alongside linear narration. The narrative styles varied between descriptive, dramatic, and
dialogic, reflecting explanatory journalism's adaptability to both the subject matter and the target
audience. The reports also fulfilled multiple narrative functions, including critique and
accountability, motivation and influence, interpretation, and documentation—demonstrating the
comprehensive role of explanatory journalism.
Finally, the study highlighted the importance of visual elements such as videos, maps, info
graphics, and illustrative images in supporting the explanatory aspect and enhancing reader
engagement. This reflects the evolution of journalistic storytelling tools in the digital
environment and contributed to the development of a guiding model for producing explanatory
reports that foster deeper understanding of complex issues in the Arab world.
Keywords:
Explanatory Journalism_ Pulitzer Prize_ Narrative Structure_ Complex Issues_ Global
Newspapers
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