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"Digital media’s treatment of the risks of climate

change: An analytical study of digital content on

YouTube".

Research summary:

The research problem is determined by asking about the role of digital media through
YouTube channels in addressing environmental issues in light of climatic changes,
and this study aims to identify the amount of attention provided by various
institutions to discuss and raise awareness of the risks of climate changes, and to
recognize the most important topics addressed by these channels, how to address
them and the persuasive methods used.

The study seeks to answer several questions revolving around: the general
features of the videos on YouTube, the sample of the study that dealt with climate
change, knowledge of the topics covered by the study sample, the parties involved
in producing videos dealing with climate changes through YouTube channels, and
the templates used. The most important frames of reference and the evidence paths
used in YouTube videos in dealing with climate change, and measuring the
audience’s interaction with videos dealing with climate change.

The researcher employed the theory of the media framing as a theoretical
framework to monitor and interpret the frameworks used in the media's handling of
climate change issues, their risks and the factors causing them, in addition to
identifying solutions frameworks and highlighting the paths of demonstration and
the effective forces in them, which contributes to providing a description and
analysis of trends in addressing climate changes, as the theory allows the content to
be measured implication of the media messages included in the videos on YouTube.
The study relied on the sample survey method, and the study sample consisted of
all videos that dealt with climate change and broadcast on YouTube, using the
method of comprehensive inventory of videos on YouTube, through the use of the
search engine found on YouTube using the following two search words "climate
changes" and "Climate changes in Egypt"; In order to limit the videos that dealt with
climate change on YouTube, from March 2021 to March 2022, the study sample
amounted to (230) video clips, and the analytical study tool was the journalistic
content and discourse analysis.

The results of the study showed that videos of short duration of less than 5 minutes
came in the first place with 48.7% in their handling of climate changes, then came
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in second place videos of medium duration from 5 minutes to 20 minutes with a rate
of 37%, then videos with a long duration in the last rank with 14.3%, and the dialogue
template came in the first place with 24.3%, followed by the direct speech template
in the ranking the second with 19.1%, then the report template in the third place with
14.3%, due to the frequent use of the report template separately in news channels to
cover conferences, events in the world and reports related to climate change.
The most prominent theses of the video clips that dealt with climate change via
YouTube, the study sample was represented in clarifying the risks of climate change
to the world to come in the first place with a rate of 14.8%, so that the thesis of
covering the Glasgow summit and its most important recommendations came in
second place with a rate of 11%, followed by the fact that the city of Alexandria
drowned in the third place With a rate of 10.4%, then global warming is ranked
fourth with a rate of 9.5%, while the thesis of climate changes and their causes and
how to confront them came in fifth place with a percentage of 9.1%, followed by
thesis on climate changes in Egypt and the official efforts made in sixth place by
8.7%.
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