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International press discourse towards the crisis of the
referendum in the Kurdistan region of Iraq

An analytical study of the New York Times and the
Guardian

Abstract

The present research paper aims to analyze the global
press discourse on the crisis of lIrag's Kurdistan Regional
disengagement referendum, and to reveal the most prominent
theses that have addressed the reality of the crisis and its
dimensions that affecting the Iraqgi political reality, as well as
revealing the roles of the actors that Presented by the discourse,
and the argumentation strategies adopted by the discourse
producer in demonstrating his theses and views on the crisis. For
this purpose, a sample of widely world newspapers was selected,
which they are: The American New York Times and The
Guardian British newspaper, and for the period that has been full
of the developments of the crisis in 2017. The paper is based on
descriptive research, in which the media survey methodology
was adopted, as well as the adoption of some discourse analysis
tools represented by analyzing theses, active agents, and the
argumentation strategies. The study reached some findings, of
which were the thesis of the historical and human right of the
Kurds to establish an independent state of their own which came
with more repetitions than the rest of the theses, as well as, the
perceptions of the discourse about the active political agents in
the crisis came to reinforce this discursive perspective used by
the two newspapers in the research sample.
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"Supporting Kurdish independence means supporting the right to
self-determination of a people that have overcome oppression,
persecution and tyranny to build a thriving, vibrant society.
That’s one of the reasons Israel supports the Kurds’ right to self-
determination. Some 30 years ago, the Kurdish people were
being choked with chemical weapons by Saddam Hussein.
Today they stand as a nation reborn, about to embark on an
inspiring exercise in democracy. We have a moral duty to
support its outcome. In a region where the flags of liberal
democracies are routinely set alight, Kurdistan has chosen to
embrace liberal democratic values".
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"If not now, when? This is the obvious and reasonable question
of Iragi Kurds seeking to exercise the right to self-determination
— enshrined by the UN charter, though often ignored — in a
referendum on Monday. They already enjoy a high degree of
autonomy. They believe their key role in the fight against
Islamic State demands recognition, giving them leverage over
western powers; and that the alternative is continued,
subordinate membership of a broken and divided Irag, a century
after the Sykes-Picot carve-up".
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"The fight against Isis, which has nearly been won across

Irag, gave Barzani the impetus to push for independence”.
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" Baghdad says the referendum is not constitutional. However,
the federal government’s violation of the constitution is what has
paved the way for the dissolution of the country”.
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" The Kurds’ most important resource is oil. Erbil, the region’s
capital, is an oil boomtown. And after the Iragi military fled
Kirkuk during the Islamic State’s offensive in 2014, the Kurds
were able to seize full control of that city and its major oil fields,
too. Independence would mean the Iraqi government losing any
share of those lucrative resources — an outcome Baghdad has
said it is willing to go to war to prevent".
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"It also could set off violence in disputed areas like Kirkuk, a
multiethnic city under Kurdish control that has long been
contested between the central government and Kurdish
authorities™.
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" The Kurds want a UN-mandated solution, with a clear agenda,

putting them on a path to their end goal through measures such
as an enforceable deal on sharing oil revenues"
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